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RCB Mission Statement ~ The Riverside Concert Band is a volunteer, 

non-profit organization, which provides its members a lifelong opportunity 
to play and perform concert band music for enjoyment, and to develop 

their musical skills. The band pro-
vides both a cultural and historical 
enrichment in the community by in-
spiring and entertaining our audi-
ences at free performances. 
 

www.RiversideConcertBand.org 

“Band after band would continue to counter 

march until they had finished playing their 

music and then they would exit the basement.”  

(see full story on page 2) 

 

 

 

Hi All, 

 

 I must, once again, thank you all for giving your time, energy and talent to our band. As 

a volunteer group we all face challenges when each of us finds our plate full and we must ex-

tend ourselves to make the time to come to rehearsals, practice and make the concerts. I hope 

that when that happens, and you make the effort, you are rewarded richly by the joy of making 

music, satisfaction from honing your craft and fellowship with the wonderful people in the 

band. 

 

 Performing the concert at Rose Hills Cemetery was an honor, there in front of the Viet-

nam Memorial Wall. It was such a beautiful day, even if a bit on the warm side.  Even though 

the heat played havoc on the instruments and musicians, we were proud to be a part of this ob-

servance. 

 

 This Saturday will be another opportunity to honor our men and women of the Armed 

Forces. The Salute to Veteran’s Parade is always a lot of fun!  

 

 Change is not easy. After rehearsing 21 years in the same place, this change will be big.  

For those of you that haven’t heard, the school district needs to begin charging us to use the 

space at Foothill Elementary. We cannot possibly meet this financial challenge so we are in 

need of finding a new venue to rehearse. We are actively talking to several city officials and are 

working on a solution.  

 

 I believe that as we close a chapter of the band’s history at Foothill, we begin something 

new that just may be a wonderful and exciting opportunity. There is always an up side; all we 

have to do is look for it. Let’s all task ourselves to adapt to this change with positive expecta-

tions and grace. 

 

                     Musically yours, 

                                                         Thomas Brown 
                                                    Band President 

President’s Notes   April 2010 

Questions or comments?  E-mail us at tbrown86@riversideconcertband.org 

http://www.riversideconcertband.org/
mailto:tbrown86@riversideconcertband.org?subject=comments


If you can read music, thank a music teacher!  We 

have all had several music teachers in our past who 

have done their best to make us into musicians.  I am 

sure that almost all of us have participated in high 

school band.  I have many memories of the good 

and bad times I shared with my fellow high 

school bandsmen.  One memory in particular in-

volved the “All Western Band Review” which 

took place in November in Long Beach for 

over 25 years.  Each year my high school 

band would compete in the review, and I al-

ways looked forward to this because we would get to 

go to the Nu-Pike amusement park located on the beach.  My 

senior year in high school we went to the band review and it was 

pouring down rain “in buckets”.  We thought that they may cancel the event 

and ruin our day, but they did not.  Instead, they came up with the brilliant idea of 

having the competition indoors at the old Long Beach Auditorium, in the basement.  

Thirty-eight high school bands piled into the auditorium, there was no room to 

breathe, and awaited their turn to march and play for the judges.  They must be kid-

ding, I thought, there is no room in the basement, but alas they had a plan.  Each 

school would step-off from a competition line, march for 60 feet and go into a 

counter march.  Band after band would continue to counter march until they had 

finished playing their music and then they would exit the basement.  We had never 

practiced doing this before so you can imagine how good we looked and sounded.  

Unfortunately, we did not place that year, but we did get to go to the Nu-Pike and 

spend the day in the rain.  All of that is gone now, the Long Beach auditorium, the Nu

-Pike, and I am sad to say the All Western Band Review.   

I will always remember them fondly, along with my music teacher who taught me to read 

music.  I hope you all have some great memories of your time in high school band. 

 

                         Terry McPherson                       
                                             RCB Director 

The Riverside Concert Band  
gratefully acknowledges the support of the following organizations: 

 

Riverside Arts Council 
City of Riverside 

Stronghold Engineering 
Alvord Unified School District 
Riverside Parks and Recreation 
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http://www.millikanalumni.com/Pike/PikeHistory.html
http://www.millikanalumni.com/Pike/MunicipalAud.html


The next board meeting will be: 

 

Thursday 

May 20th, 2010 

6:30 pm  
More Fire Thai Restaurant   
2955 Van Buren Blvd, #F  

Riverside, CA 92503  
(in the shopping center at  
Van Buren and Lincoln.)   

Board Notes April Birthdays:  

 

Ahmed Abduhl-Rahm 

Claudia Brenner 

Garry Hulderman 

Kim Ross 

Donna Segal 

John Varsik 

Mark Yawnick 

Grace Notes ~  

 

 

 

Remember to register your  

Ralphs or Food for Less value card.   

For every penny you spend,  

our band earns money.    

         Keep up the  
                   good work! 

 

                  = Recycle =  
 

Bring your old empty 

ink cartridges  

to band. 

We recycle them  

and the funds generated  

go to the band! 

Join us on  

 
 

Our own Les Woodson (tuba) shared the following information: 
 

The Rio Hondo Symphony will present a free concert entitled  

“Go West” on Sunday, May 2  

which will include, among other pieces, the theme  

from “Silverado” and the “Grand Canyon” Suite.  

For more information see Les at band or check out  

RioHondoSymphany.org 

 

Les will be performing with the symphony and I’m sure he would 

be proud to see some of his fellow RCB band members in the audi-

ence!  Showing appreciation for music helps keep it alive! 

“An hour of  
practice is worth  
five hours  
of  foot-dragging.”  
- Pancho Segura 

How do you fix a broken tuba?   With a tuba glue. 

“Use what  

talents you possess: 

the woods  

would be very silent  

if no birds sang there 

except those  

that sang 

best.ó 

-Henry Van Dyke 
 

 

What a fine bunch of folks! 

www.RiversideConcertBand.org 

http://www.ralphs.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.food4less.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/riverside.concertband?ref=ts
http://www.riohondosymphany.org
http://www.riversideconcertband.org/


A:  A young Terry McPherson 
RCB playing at the 

Dignity Memorial Vietnam Wall 

at Rose Hills Memorial Park 

Whittier, CA  

March 27, 2010 

Donna Segal 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at tbrown86@riversideconcertband.org 

Hereõs a blast from the past,  
so to speak! 

Can you identify this  
fine young trumpeter? 

We are proud to count him among 
our ranks these days! 

Do you have a photo of yourself  

as a young musician  

that you'd like to share? 

If so, talk to Donna (picc/flute)  

at band or e-mail her at 

RC_BAND_NEWS@yahoo.com 

Guess  

Who!  

See the answer below  

First rehearsal of 

our new  

Swing Band 

March 2010 

Thanks to  
Mark Yawnick for 
these great photos! 

 April and May  Rehearsal Information:  

 

Swing Band rehearsal 6:15 

Concert Band rehearsal 7:00 

Tuesdays 

at Foothill Elementary School 

8230 Wells Avenue  

Riverside, CA 92503 

 
 

Upcoming Concerts: 
 

Saturday, April 17 
5th Annual Salute to Veterans Parade  

 

Saturday, May 15 
Maurice Car’rrie Winery, Temecula 

 

Friday, June 25 
Citrus State Historic Park 

  
Mark your calendar and check our web site  

for more information!  

 

www.RiversideConcertBand.org 

mailto:tbrown86@riversideconcertband.org?subject=comments
mailto:tbrown86@riversideconcertband.org?subject=comments
mailto:rc_band_news@yahoo.com
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